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~ Pro Star Finds Prayer

- Key to Successful Life

By STONEY JACKSON
Sports Columnist and Chaplain of the
Sportsman’s Chapel, Tullahoma, Tenn,

Question: Do you think profes-
sional football rates high for clean
play? » :

Otto Graham, star quarterback
ofthe Cleveland Browns: Pro foot-
ball is no game for weaklings—
everyone knows that, The men are
rugged, they play hard, but they
play clean. When men get into
big time football, they’re good
enough not to have to play dirty.
We love the game and we believe
football competition, as well as all
sports competition, makes high
types of men.

Question: How do you feel about
Negroes and whites playing foot-
ball together?

Graham: Take Marion Motley,
our big, powerful, 250-pound Negro
fullback. When I hand off the ball
to him and he goes plowing through
the opposing line, he is beautiful.
Or when he keeps those 200-pound
enemy linemen off my back. He
could be pink or purple and I
would still love him. We haven’t
. time, nor can we be bothered to
consider a man’s color, religion or
~ background. All we ask is, “Can he
blay football?”’ Foothall is a great
-equalizer. 2

Question: What builds such a
good team  spirit among the
Browns?

Graham: Before each game, we
- hold a special meeting for the
players in the dressing room. Noth-
ing formal or fancy. We repeat the
Lord’s Prayer together, We don’t
pray for any special favors, just
the prayer that Jesus taught His
Disciples, We figure that whatever
then happens on the field will be
the right thing.

We’re not the only football team
that does this. The Los Angeles
Rams pray before games; so does
- Michigan State. Others do, I'm
sure. :

Question: When_di onal
faith become vi 0 _you?

Graham: Soon after our first

child was born, Good as my early
Christian ining was, I took it
bretty much for granted. My
_ brayers were automatic. Since
- there were no real crises in my

early life, T felt no dependence on
anything but my own powers,
After ~was.born
SiX years ago, I began to._think
seriously _about the _important
things in life. I compared my life
with others who had reached the
top through sheer courage and

are still struggling and have little
to show but disappointment and
hardship. I was astounded to dis-
cover how fortunate and blessed
I have been—why I do not know.

With this realization of niy good
fortune came, for the first time, a
deep feeling of gratitude, I desired
my son to have a sense of God in
his life, vealizing that he might not
have as smooth going as I have
had,

I saw clearly that my life has
some definite reason and purpose
back of it that human reason can-

0f . My wife, Beverly, and
I tﬁéﬁ\aééi&é”d'ﬂﬁ?‘é]l'ﬁih;@en

(we now have two more, Sandra | |

Lee and David) would be given the
best opportunities in religious train-
ing—that we would be_conscious
a.tf"fziILthimeﬁs_oI,,Aou_l‘_,thjg@_tLQ.n to
God and our n r Him.

I was a Baptist, but today we go
to the Methodist Church in Bay
Village, Ohio, a Cleveland suburb
where we live. We selected this

church because it ties in best with |

our family program. To me, it
isn’t the label outside of your
religion that counts, but the quality
inside.

Question: Have you ever had any,
unusual answer to prayer?
‘m‘a‘&"ﬁsﬁm t
relate it. We follow a general rul
that it isn’t right to pray to win
but on this occasion I never prayed
more fervently to win in my life,

It happened during the ﬁll‘li
championship game with the
Angeles Rams, several years ago.
We had only minutes to play, the
Rams led us 28 to 27. Then, on

crucial play, I fumbled the ballll

Our defensive line-up went in,
but with so little time left it looked
hopeless for us. I went back to the
bench, and unashamedl

blunder,

No sooner had I finished my.

[

perseverance—and with those who |
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